The City of
Hopewell, Virginia
Hopewell Police Department

John Keohane, Chief of Police
804-541-2282

MEDIA RELEASE

For Further Information Contact: Captain Greg Taylor FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Patrol Services Division - (804) 541-2222
Release Number: 2016-083116

August 31, 2014

** Back to School Safety Tips **

[Hopewell, VA] — On September 6, 2016 will begin the 2016/2017 school year, additional officers will
be on duty monitoring the school zones for traffic violations to ensure the safety of parents, students,
school staff and school bus drivers. To assist in a safe start of school are some safety reminders.

e Don't block the crosswalk when stopped at a red light or waiting to make a turn, forcing
pedestrians to go around you; this could put them in the path of moving traffic

¢ In a school zone when flashers are blinking, stop and yield to pedestrians crossing the
crosswalk or intersection
Always stop for a school patrol officer or crossing guard holding up a stop sign
Take extra care to look out for children in school zones, near playgrounds and parks,
and in all residential areas
Don't honk or rev your engine to scare a pedestrian, even if you have the right of way
Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians
Always use extreme caution to avoid striking pedestrians wherever they may be, no
matter who has the right of way

e Never pass a bus from behind — or from either direction if you're on an undivided road —
if it is stopped to load or unload children
If the yellow or red lights are flashing and the stop arm is extended, traffic must stop
The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most dangerous for children; stop far
enough back to allow them space to safely enter and exit the bus

e Be alert; children often are unpredictable, and they tend to ignore hazards and take
risks

Any person(s) who have information on wanted persons or any other crime occurring in the City of
Hopewell may contact the Hopewell/Prince George Crime Solvers at 541-2202. You can also text-a-
tip anonymously. Simply add "274637 (CRIMES)" to your Contacts list on your cellular phone and
then text "igotcha" along with your message/tip. You will then be provided an ID number that you will
use when checking the status of your tip OR picking up your reward.
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